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Mt. Takao: Mountain of Spirits 
~ Mulberry City spun with people’s prayers ~
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Nine distinct Shishimai (lion dance) traditions are handed down across Hachioji 
City. Among them, the “Hazama’s Shishimai” is said to have originated when 
Hojo Ujiteru bestowed a lion mask upon the community. The lion dance is a 
traditional performing art dedicated in prayer for rich harvests, good health, and 
protection from misfortune. It can be seen at various local festivals and at the 
Spring Grand Festival of Yakuoin Temple. Passed down alongside the prayers 
of the people, the lion dances of Hachioji are a tradition that symbolizes local 
culture.

Shishimai & Kiyari of Hachioji

Hachioji Lion Dances

Kiyari is a traditional performing art born 
from the rhythmic chants used when workers 
combined their strength for manual labor. 
Today, it is performed at celebrations and 
festivals, cherished as a powerful traditional 
work song passed down in the community. 
In Hachioji, the tradition is preserved by the 
Hachioji Shobo Kinenkai (Hachioji Firefighting 
Heritage Association). It is currently performed 
at events such as the Hachioji Matsuri Festival, 
the Spring Grand Festival at Yakuoin Temple, 
and the Dezome-shiki (New Year's Firefighters' 
Parade). The powerful vocals evoke a deep 
sense of community bonds and regional history.

Kiyari

For performance dates and times of Shishimai
and Kiyari, please check the QR code on the 
left.
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Otsu no Shishimai

Silkworm guardian talisman was received from Yakuoin 
Temple by sericulture farmers praying for the healthy 
growth of silkworms and a bountiful cocoon harvest. They 
convey the historical connection between sericulture and 
Mt. Takao worship that has continued since the Edo period 
(1603–1867). They are artifacts that tell the unique history 
of “Soto (Mulberry City),” which prospered through the 
sericulture industry.

Silkworm guardian
talisman13

Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo is a unique form of 
puppet theater where a single puppeteer operates a 
puppet while seated on a wheeled cart. It developed 
alongside the narrative chant of Sekkyo Joruri and 
has been deeply cherished by the local community. 
Today, it is designated by the government as an 
Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property, with 
performances held both in Japan and abroad. It is 
one of the representative traditional performing arts 
passed down in Hachioji.

Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo
and Sekkyo Joruri

Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo (Nishikawa Koryu Troupe)
1566 Shimoongatamachi

25

“Soto no Mori” (Hachioji Chuo Park Complex)PickupPickup

Soto-no-Mori (Mulberry City Forest Park) is a new community exchange 
hub scheduled to open in October 2026. Integrating a park, library, museum, 
and exchange spaces, it will serve as a gathering place for residents and 
visitors alike. As a new base for sharing Hachioji's history and culture, it 
will pass on the charm of “Soto (Mulberry City)” to the next 
generation. It is an open public space designed for everyone to 
use, from children to adults.

3-26-1 Koyasumachi, Hachioji

Opening October 2026

Click here for the Japan Heritage
"Soto Monogatari" Digital Map→

Roadside Sta. Takiyama

Takiyama Tourist Parking Lot

Shofukuji Temple
(Imakuma Jinja no Shishimai)

Yotsuyacho Kaikan
(Yotsuya no Ryuto-mai)

Kumano Jinja Shinto Shrine
（Hikawa Jinja no Shishimai）

Hikawa Jinja Shinto Shrine
(Hikawa Jinja no Shishimai)

Hachioji Castle
Guidance

Silk Road Museum

Mt. Takao 
Audio Guide

(25 min from Hachioji Sta. North #1)

(20 min from
Hachioji Sta. North #9)

(22 min from Hachioji Sta. North #9)

(12 min from Takao Sta. North #1)

(22 min from Takao Sta. North #1)

(33 min from Hachioji Sta.
 North #7)

(45 min from Hachioji Sta. North #7)

1211 13

❶ ❷ ❸ ❹ ❺
❻ ❼ ❽ ❾ 1014
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Drop-off Only

Hachioji Station

North Exit

Hachioji Sta. North Exit Bus Stop Guide
[ 02] bound for Utsukidai - Ishikawa-Miyashita

[ 03] bound for Kamikawa Reien - Tamori Jinja-mae
[ 04/05] bound for Musashi-Itsukaichi Sta. - Tamori 
Jinja-mae / Imakumayama-Tozanguchi

[ 02/04] bound for Ongata Terminal - Yotsuya / 
Suwa Jinja
[  05] bound for Okubo - Yotsuya / Suwa Jinja
[  03] bound for Takao Sta. North Exit - Yotsuya

Bus Stops 6–10

❶

❼

❾

❻～10

Minami-osawa

Station

❶
❷
❸

❹

❻
❺

Minami-osawa Sta. 
Bus Stop Guide

❻[ 63] bound for 
Hashimoto Sta. -> Yarimizu 
Chuo / Kinunomichi-Iriguchi

Meisei Univ.
Chuo Univ.

Teikyo Univ.

Tama Art Univ.

Tokyo Zokei Univ.Hosei Univ.

Takushoku Univ.

Kogakuin Univ.

Soka Univ.

Tokyo Junshin Univ.

Kyorin Univ.

Hachioji
City Office

Taga Jinja
Shrine

Hachioji-Nishi
interchange(IC)

Takaosan
interchange(IC)

Hachioji JCT

Hachioji
interchange(IC)

Hachioji
Kuruma Ningyo
(Nishikawa Koryu
Troupe)

Magome-matsuki (17 min from Takao Sta. North #1)Miyama Chuo Park
(Yamairi no Sasara Shishimai)

Tokyo 
Metropolitan

Univ.
Legend

Bus Stop
Bus Route
Walking Route

Check Our SNS for the Latest News on
“Soto Monogatari”

Instagram YouTube

 “Soto Monogatari” 
Audio Guide

X Facebook

Published by: Japan Heritage “Soto Monogatari” Promotion Council
3-24-1 Motohongocho, Hachioj i-shi, Tokyo

(c/o Japan Heritage Promotion Division, Hachioj i  City Off ice)

Official audio guide to the Japan 
Heritage “The Story of Mulberry 
City”

“Soto Monogatari”
 Portal Site

What is the 
“Soto Monogatari” ?

Access to Hachioji

Access by Train

“Soto Monogatari” Related Facilities

Other Facilities

Hachioji City Museum of History and Local Culture(in Soto-no-Mori)
3-26-1 Koyasu-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo

Hachioji Castle Ruins Guidance Facility
3-2664-2 Motohachioji-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-663-2800
9:00～17:00　Closed during year-end and New Year holidays

Silk Road Museum (Site of Yagishita Youemon's Residence)
989-2 Yarimizu, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-676-4064
9:00～17:00（until 16:30 from Nov. to Feb.) / 
Closed on Mondays and year-end/New Year holidays

TAKAO 599 MUSEUM
2435-3 Takao-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-665-6688
8:00～17:00 (until 16:00 from Dec. to Mar.) / Open all year round

Takaosanguchi Tourist Information Center (Musasabi House)
2241 Takao-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo (Inside Takaosanguchi Station)
TEL：042-673-3461
8:00～17:00  (until 16:00 from Dec. to Mar.)

Tamaori Kogeikan (Tama Weaving Crafts Center)
3F Hachioji Sen-i Boeki Kaikan, 11-2 Hachiman-cho, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-624-8800
9:00～17:00 (Open approx. 2 days a month; please check the website for 
details)

Michi-no-Eki Hachioji Takiyama (Hachioji Takiyama Roadside Station)
1-592-2 Takiyama-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-696-1201
8:00～19:00/ Open all year round

Hachioji Information Center
1-1 Asahi-cho, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-622-1900
9:30～17:30 / Open all year round

Takiyama Tourist Parking Lot
�-��-� Tangi-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：���-���-���� (Hachioji City Office Tourism Division)
�:��～��:�� (until ��:�� from Nov. to Feb.) / Open all year round

Takao Komagino Garden
268-1 Takao-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo
TEL：042-663-3611
9:00～18:00 (until 17:00 in Sep. to Oct., until 16:00 from Nov. to Mar.) / Closed 
during year-end and New Year holidays

Japan Heritage is an initiative recognized by the Agency 
for Cultural Affairs that designates historical traditions 
and features of a region as stories depicting Japan's 
culture and traditions. By comprehensively utilizing the 
various tangible and intangible cultural assets essential 
to telling these stories, it aims to promote regional 
revitalization and tourism.

Access by Car

Narita 
Airport

Haneda
Airport

TokyoShinjuku

Hachioji

Takao

Yokohama

Chiba

Shinagawa

Shin-Yokohama

Narita

Narita
JCT

Komatsugawa 
JCTNishi-Shinjuku JCT

Takaido IC
Hachioji IC

Hachioji
JCT

Oi JCTTakao IC

Japan Heritage 
Portal Site

 [Agency for 
Cultural Affairs]

JR
Tokaido Shinkansen
expressways

train stations
ICs/JCTs
airports

Tokyo TakaoHachioji
JR Chuo Line Chuo Special Rapid

39 min 7 min

Shinjuku Keio-Hachioji

Keio Line Limited Express 
(for Keio-Hachioji) 40 min

TakaosanguchiTakao

Keio Line Limited Express 
(for Takaosanguchi) 52 min

Kitano

Yokohama Hachioji
JR Yokohama Line Rapid: 50 min

Tokaido Shinkansen

Shin-Yokohama

Shuto Expwy 
Nishi-Shinjuku JCT Hachioji IC

(Shuto Expwy No. 4 
Shinjuku Line Outbound)

(Chuo Expwy 
Outbound)From

Tokyo Area

Ebina JCT Takaosan IC

(Tomei Expwy Inbound/Outbound, 
Ken-O Expwy Outer Loop) 

(Ken-O Expwy
Outer Loop)From

Kanagawa Area

Hachioji JCT Hachioji IC

Takaosan IC
(Ken-O Expwy Inner Loop) 

From 
Yamanashi Area

(Chuo Expwy Inbound) (Chuo Expwy Inbound)

Opening in October 2026

～ Japan Heritage Tour ～

そうと

Hachioji “Soto” Stroll

Hachioji City’s Heritage site, Mt. Takao: Mountain of 
Spirits ~Mulberry City spun with People’s Prayers~ (in 
other words, “Soto Monogatari (The Story of Mulberry 
City)”)  is a story that traces the history and culture 
spanning the entire Hachioji area, using the nature and 
religious traditions of Mt. Takao as a starting point. 
Having flourished through sericulture and textile weaving, 
Hachioji was known as “Soto (Mulberry City)” and 
developed into the largest post town on the Koshu Route 
during the Edo period (1603–1867). The foundation for 
this prosperity was laid by the Sengoku period (Warring 
States period; 1467–1568) warlord Hojo Ujiteru. Mt. 
Takao, a place of deep devotion for Ujiteru, eventually 
drew the prayers of countless people and fostered a rich 
tapestry of culture, including festivals and performing 
arts. The “Soto Monogatari” Japan Heritage designation 
encompasses numerous cultural assets representative of the 
region, such as Mt. Takao, the ruins of Hachioji Castle and 
Takiyama Castle, and the Silk Road (road to Yokohama), 
as well as Tamaori (the origins of Hachioji Textiles), 
Hachioji Matsuri Festival, Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo (cart 
puppetry), and Hachioji geisha traditions. We invite you 
to experience the charm of the culture passed down in 
Hachioji as you trace a history woven together by castles, 
highways, the silk industry, and the prayers of the people.
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Izuna Daigongen, 
the principal deity of worship11

This statue represents Izuna Daigongen, the 
principal deity of Yakuoin Temple. Deeply 
connected to Tengu folklore and worship, it 
draws the devotion of countless people as the 
symbol of spiritual faith on Mt. Takao.

Story Story

Famous sakes 
of Mulberry City29

Sake brewing utilizing local natural bounties 
has been practiced in Hachioji since ancient 
times. The Japanese sake culture that 
welcomed and entertained merchants and 
travelers continues to be cherished today as 
a flavor representative of the region.

Story

Story

A Strategic Stronghold
Since the Sengoku Period

Experiencing Nature and
Faith on Mt. Takao

Yakuoin Temple, 2177 Takao-machi

Hachioji Castle Ruins Area

Tamaori19

This traditional textile craft was nurtured in 
Hachioji. Having developed from the Edo 
period (1603–1867) onward, it is passed 
down today as a National Traditional Craft.

Hachioji Castle Ruins1
This is the site of one of the Kanto region's premier mountain castles, built by Hojo Ujiteru. 
Advanced Sengoku period (Warring States period; 1467–1568) fortification techniques can 
be seen in its Ishigaki (stone walls), Kuruwa (baileys), and Goshuden (the ruins of the main 
residence). Having undergone no major alterations since its fall in 1590, it preserves the 
authentic appearance of a medieval mountain castle today.

Hachioji Castle Ruins Guidance Facility, 3-2664-2 Motohachioji-machi

Artifacts excavated 
from the Hachioji 
Castle Ruins

2

This collection of artifacts, including ceramics, 
lacquerware, and metal fittings, was excavated 
from Goshuden (the site of the main residence). 
They provide insight into the culturally rich 
and prosperous lifestyle of Hojo Ujiteru. The 
excavated Venetian lace glassware is a particularly 
rare and valuable historical relic nationwide. Hachioji-Jinja 

Shinto Shrine3
Dedicated to Hachioji Gongen (The 
Guardian Deity of Hachioji), this 
shrine was revered by Hojo Ujiteru as 
the guardian deity of Hachioji Castle. 
It is also famously known as the origin 
of the place named “Hachioji.” The 
current main shrine building was 
constructed in the late Edo period 
(1603–1867).

3-2735 Motohachioji-machi

Takiyama 
Castle Ruins4

This is the site of the castle where Hojo 
Ujiteru resided before moving to Hachioji 
Castle. It is renowned as one of the Kanto 
region's premier flatland-mountain castles, 
featuring an intricate layout of dry moats, 
earthen walls, and baileys. Located today 
within Takiyama Nature Park, it is also a 
popular spot for cherry blossom viewing.

2-3 Tangimachi/Takatsukimachi/
1 Kasumi-machi

Tomb of Hojo Ujiteru
and his retainer5

This is a memorial site honoring Hojo Ujiteru 
and his vassals who perished during the fall of 
Hachioji Castle. Stone pagodas stand in a quiet 
space surrounded by a bamboo grove, passing 
down the history of the Sengoku period 
(Warring States period; 1467–1568) to the 
present day.

3 Motohachioji-machi

Kobotoke 
Barrier Ruins6

This is the Sekisho (site of a barrier checkpoint) 
that monitored and controlled traffic on the Koshu 
Route during the Edo period (1603–1867). 
Located near a trailhead to Mt. Takao, it conveys 
the history of a highway that flourished as a route 
for travel and religious pilgrimage.

419 Uratakao-machi

Mt. Takao7
Standing at an elevation of 599 meters, Mt. Takao is renowned for its abundant nature and 
rich biodiversity. With numerous well-maintained hiking trails, it is a popular mountain 
where visitors can enjoy spirituality, history, and nature.

Takao-machi

Takaosan Yakuoin Temple 
documents (issued by Hojo Ujiteru)8

These are historical documents issued to Yakuoin Temple by Hojo 
Ujiteru. They illustrate the protection of temples and regional 
governance during the Sengoku period (Warring States period; 
1467–1568), revealing the deep relationship between 
Yakuoin Temple and Ujiteru.

Hachioji City Museum

Cultural assets of 
Takaosan Yakuoin 
Temple

9
Said to have been founded in 744, Yakuoin Temple 
retains historic structures such as the Izuna Gongen-do 
Hall. This collection of precious cultural assets conveys 
the faith and history passed down on Mt. Takao.

Mt. Takao Yakuoin, 2177 Takao-machi

Japanese cedars of Mt. Takao10
The giant cedar trees lining the approach to the temple have been 
preserved alongside the history of mountain worship on 
Mt. Takao. These centuries-old trees continue to reflect 
Mt. Takao's character as a sacred mountain.

Mt.Takao

Joshinmon Gate of 
Takaosan Yakuoin Temple 12

This gate stands at the entrance to Yakuoin 
Temple. With its unique torii-like shape, it 
welcomes worshippers as a boundary separating 
the secular world from the sacred sanctuary.

Yakuoin Temple, Takao-machi

Stone monuments of 
Japanese cedar sapling 
donations

14
These stone monuments commemorate the 
history of people donating cedar seedlings as 
tokens of gratitude for answered prayers. They 
testify to how the prayers of the people have 
protected and nurtured the forests of Mt. Takao.

Yakuoin Temple, Takao-machi

Fire-walking 
ritual15

This is a traditional Shugendo (ascetic 
mountain worship) ritual held at Yakuoin 
Temple. Worshippers walk across a path 
of smoldering embers where sacred Goma 
fire ritual bonfire has died down, praying 
for good health, protection from illness, 
and purification of mind and body.

Yakuoin Temple 
Automobile 
Prayer Hall Plaza, 
Around 2365 Takao-machi

Cold-water 
ablution site16

This is a site where ascetic training is 
practiced, with participants purifying 
their minds and bodies under waterfall 
cascades. It preserves the spirit of 
Shugendo(ascetic mountain worship), 
which emphasizes harmonizing with 
nature.

On Mt. Takao
Takao-machi

Japanese giant flying 
squirrels of Mt. Takao17

These represent the iconic wildlife of 
Mt. Takao, symbolizing its abundant 
natural environment. Their sight gliding 
through the forest at dusk is cherished 
by many hikers.

On Mt. Takao 
Takao-machi

Silk Road (road to Yokohama)20
This historic route connected Hachioji and Yokohama, flourishing through the 
transport of raw silk. The unpaved section remaining in Yarimizu has been selected as 
one of Japan's “100 Historical Roads,” preserving the atmosphere of bygone days. 
Along the road are historic sites associated with the Yarimizu merchants, such as the 
ruins of Doryo-do Temple.

Around 450 Yarimizu

Former residence of Yagishita 
Yoemon (Silk Road Museum)21

This is the former residence of Yagishita Youemon, a prominent Yarimizu merchant 
who thrived on the Silk Road (Road to Yokohama). Today, the Silk Road Museum 
stands on the site, introducing the raw silk trade and the lifestyles of the Yarimizu 
merchants. It is a place where visitors can learn about the history of the silk trade that 
underpinned regional development.

989-2 Yarimizu

Farmhouse of the Koizumi family22
This traditional folk house remaining near the Silk Road (Road to Yokohama) 
conveys the architectural style of a former sericulture farmhouse. The main house, 
built approximately 150 years ago, preserves the characteristic features of 
traditional rural residences in the Tama region.

2178 Yarimizu (Please do not enter the premises without permission)

Kami no Matsuri and Shimo no Matsuri 
Festivals (Hachioji Matsuri Festival)26

This is Hachioji's premier summer festival. Mikoshi (Portable Shinto shrines) and Dashi 
(decorated floats) parade through the streets, transforming the Koshu Route into a 
vibrant festival scene. It is a dynamic event that passes down the community's energy 
and traditions to the present day.

[Taga Shinto Shrine] 4-9-21 Motohongo-cho /
[Hachiman Yakumo Shinto Shrine] 2-15-27 Motoyokoyama-cho

Hachioji 
geisha28

This traditional performing art developed 
alongside the growth of the silk industry. 
Passing down arts and techniques such as 
traditional dance and shamisen music, it 
preserves the merchant culture of 
Hachioji, the “Soto (Mulberry City)” to 
this day.

Hachioji Sangyo Kumiai (Kenban),
1-7 Minami-cho

Cultural assets of Suwa-Jinja 
Shinto Shrine (Yarimizu)30

This shrine features stone monuments associated with the Yarimizu merchants and 
a main shrine building adorned with intricate carvings. It conveys the religious faith 
and prosperity of the Yarimizu merchants who flourished through the silk trade.

Yarimizu Suwa Jinja Shinto Shrine, 1078 Yarimizu

Hachioji Sta. Area Takiyama Castle
Ruins Area Yarimizu Area

Mt. Takao Area

Soto Nikki 
manuscript18

This is a historical record written by the 
Sen-nin Doshin (1,000 samurais who 
protected the Tokugawa Clan), who 
were active during the Edo period 
(1603–1867). Documenting daily life, 
events, and town affairs of the time, it is 
an invaluable resource for understanding 
Hachioji when it was known as “Soto 
(Mulberry City).”

Hachioji City Museum Portable Shinto shrines 
and floats for the Kami 
no Matsuri and Shimo no 
Matsuri Festivals

27

Adorned with elaborate carvings and 
decorations, these floats and portable 
shrines are cultural assets symbolizing 
Hachioji's festival culture. They continue to 
convey the region's prosperity and the pride 
of its people.

Tama-ori kogeikan, 11-2 Hachiman-cho

The Yarimizu area was the strong-
hold of the “Yarimizu Merchants,” 
who connected Hachioji which 
flourished as a raw silk distribution 
hub with Yokohama after its port 
was opened to international trade.

The “Silk Road” leading from 
Hachioji through Yarimizu to 
Yokohama supported the transport of 
raw silk and the movement of people 
until the railway opened in the Meiji 
period. 

The area retains the ruins of 
Yarimizu merchant residences and 
landscapes of sericulture farmhouses, 
which, along with the shrines 
worshipped by the merchants, 
convey the prosperity of that era.

The area from the ruins of Takiyama 
Castle to the vicinity of Hachioji 
Station allows visitors to trace the 
history of a Sengoku period (Warring 
States period; 1467–1568) castle 
town and a post town that developed 
from the Edo period (1603–1867) 
onward. 
In the castle town of Takiyama 
Castle, developed by Hojo Ujiteru, 
lodgings and markets were estab-
lished, and trade in textiles and other 
goods flourished. 
This bustle was later carried over to 
Hachioji-shuku, which grew into the 
largest post town on the Koshu 
Route. Cultural traditions such as 
festivals and performing arts were 
also cultivated here and continue to 
be passed down to the present day.

The Prosperity of Soto (Mulberry City) 
Nurtured by Post Towns and Markets

The Road That Connected Soto
(Mulberry City) to the World

The area stretching from the ruins of Hachioji Castle to the vicinity of 
Takao Station is a region where Sengoku period (Warring States 
period; 1467–1568) history and modern tourism culture intersect. 
Hachioji Castle, built by Hojo Ujiteru, is a precious historic site that 
retains the appearance of a medieval mountain castle. Hachioji-Jinja 
Shinto Shrine and memorial towers quietly pass down the memories 
of the Sengoku period. 

The Koshu Route, passing south of the castle town, was a vital route 
connecting Hachioji-shuku (post town) and Mt. Takao. The ginkgo 
tree-lined avenue in front of Takao Station adds vibrant seasonal color 
to the highway.

Since ancient times, Mt. Takao has been revered as a sacred site of 
mountain worship. Blessed with abundant nature and diverse 
wildlife, it is “a mountain filled with spiritual energy.” 

At Yakuoin Temple, still visited by many worshippers today, annual 
festivals and traditional events are held, ensuring the continuity of 
both religious faith and local culture. The centuries-old avenue of 
cedar trees, historic temple buildings, and lush forests all serve to 
convey the unique appeal of Mt. Takao, where nature and spirituali-
ty intertwine.


